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IMPORTED WASTE MANAGEMENT CATALOGUE ADJUSTMENTS
Effective December 31, 2018
Building on the changes implemented by
the Ministry of Ecology and Environment
(MEE) (formerly the Ministry of
Environmental Protection) and relevant
agencies at the end of 2017, which
included prohibiting the importation of
four categories and 24 types of solid
waste, such as household-source plastic
waste, unsorted waste paper, waste
textiles and vanadium slag, the recently
announced adjustments to the Imported
Waste Management Catalogue focus on
strengthening solid waste and garbage
classification and disposition and setting
strict prohibitions on the entry of
“foreign garbage” into China.
Imports of 16 types of waste will be
prohibited as of December 31, 2018,
including waste metal hardware,
discarded boats, compressed junk
cars, smelting slag and waste plastic
from industrial sources. Imports of 16
other types of solid waste, including
stainless steel scrap, titanium scrap, and
scrap lumber, will be prohibited as of
December 31, 2019.
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HOUSEHOLD
GARBAGE
INCINERATION
POWER PROJECTS
Announced January 17, 2018

SOIL SURVEY AND
ASSESSMENT OF
CONSTRUCTION
SITES
Implemented January 1, 2018
These guidelines apply to preliminary
and detailed surveys and risk
assessments of suspected brownfields
under the Management Rules for the
Soil Environment of Polluted Land
(Trial).
The general procedure to conduct
survey and assessment of the soil
environment at construction sites
includes three phases: a preliminary
survey, a detailed survey and a risk
assessment. Due to the complexity and
hidden risks involved with soil pollution,
a one-time survey is not sufficient to
satisfy the requirements, therefore
ongoing supplemental survey efforts
are required until the requirements are
met.
These guidelines do not apply to
construction site soil environment
surveys or assessments involving
radioactive pollution.

The Environmental Entry Conditions
for Household Garbage Incineration
Cogeneration Projects (Trial) further
codifies the environmental management
of household waste incineration and
cogeneration projects, and is a guide
to developing a healthy and orderly
household waste incineration and
cogeneration industry.
The conditions apply to new
projects, renovations and expansions
of household waste incineration
cogeneration projects. Project
construction must conform to
governmental and local major function
zoning, city and overall urban and
rural master plans, land use planning,
environmental protection planning,
ecological function zoning and
environmental function zoning, as well
as to relevant plans for household
incineration and cogeneration, and the
requirements of planning environmental
impact assessments.

The construction of household waste
incineration cogeneration projects
is forbidden within areas where the
government or local law prohibits the
siting of generating projects, such as
nature preserves, scenic spots and
protected drinking water source areas,
as well as on permanent basic farmland.
At various stages during project
construction and operation,
comprehensive and detailed
environmental information disclosure,
and a plan for public participation
must be prepared. The plan shall
clarify the specific means and time
for such participation. Electronic
display screens and other means are
to be used in positions around the
perimeters of the project to provide
public online environmental monitoring
information, as well as smoke detention
times, exhaust emission temperatures
and other relevant information. The
corporate website and other means are
to be used to publish public information
about environmental monitoring
undertaken by the company. Good
interactions must be established with
residents of the surrounding area, and
mechanisms and platforms for periodic
communication shall be set up to
provide smooth channels for routine
communication.
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ENVIRONMENTAL
EMERGENCY
RESPONSE PLANS
FOR SURFACE AND
DRINKING WATER
SOURCES
Announced on March 23, 2018
The Guidelines for the Compilation of
Environmental Emergency Response
Plan for Concentrated Surface and
Drinking Water Sources (Trial) provides
advice for the government at the
city and county levels regarding the
improvement of the focus, practicality
and operability of emergency response
plans, and technical support for
plan creation. They focus primarily
on preparing response plans for
emergency environmental incidents
at water sources resulting from
environmental accidents at fixed
sources, flowing sources and non-point
sources, as well as disasters such as
algal bloom in water.
The guidelines apply to the city- and
county-level government agencies
compiling and revising water
source emergency response plans,
and can be used as a reference by
governments below the county level.
For administrative areas with multiple
water sources, a separate plan can be
compiled for each source or a single
plan can cover multiple water sources.
However, if a plan covers multiple
sources, there must be a separate
chapter outlining the characteristics and
emergency situations for each water
source.
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MEASURES FOR
WORKPLACE SAFETY
SUPERVISION AND
ENFORCEMENT
Implemented on March 5, 2018
The measures require workplace safety
administration bureaus to use three
types of law enforcement supervision:
• Comprehensive inspection: Primarily
requires lower-level workplace
safety administration bureaus to
establish working mechanisms for
thorough enforcement, particularly
for their implementation works. The
State Administration of Workplace
Safety must conduct a round
of comprehensive inspections
of provincial-level work safety
administration bureaus every
three years, while provincial-level
agencies will conduct comprehensive
inspections of city-level work safety
administration bureaus within their
territories once every two years.

• Routine inspections: Workplace
safety administration bureaus at all
levels shall prepare annual plans for
routine inspections and organize their
implementation after approval by the
responsible person in the agency.
• Specific inspection: Workplace safety
administration bureaus shall carry
out specific supervision of major law
enforcement items assigned to or
transferred by relevant organizations,
as well as enforcement matters or
actions reflected in complaints by
administrative counterparts or the
public.
If during a comprehensive or specific
investigation by a higher-level work
safety administration bureau, law
enforcement actions by a lower-level
agency are found to be in violation of
laws or regulations, or a misconduct
is identified, immediate notification
must be made for correction. In cases
of serious violations, a Notification
for Rectification of Administrative
Law Enforcement Inspection will be
imposed, and an order for changes and
corrections as required by law.
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DISCHARGE
COEFFICIENTS AND
THE CALCULATION
OF POLLUTANT
DISCHARGE
QUANTITIES
Effective December 27, 2017
To thoroughly implement the relevant
requirements of the government’s
Environmental Protection Tax Law, MEE
has established Quantity Calculation
Methods for Pollutant Emissions by
Thermal Power and 16 Other Industries
Under Pollutant Discharge Permit
Management, Including Discharge
Coefficients and Pollutant Balance
Methods (Trial) and Discharge
Coefficients and Pollutant Balance
Methods for Industries Not Within
Pollutant Discharge Permit Management
(Trial)–to be used for tin mining and
other industries not subject to the
Discharge Permit program yet.
Quantity calculation methods for
pollutant discharge in industries
other than the ones listed in the two
categories above will be subject to
environmental taxes set by provinciallevel environmental protection bureaus.

BEIJING SOIL
POLLUTION
PREVENTION AND
REMEDIATION PLAN
Announced March 16, 2018
This plan aims to enhance the handling
of wastewater, air emissions and solid
waste from industry and businesses
from an end-phase management to
more actively managed systems and to
curb soil pollution from new industrial
projects from the beginning. It lists
focus projects in seven areas to be
addressed over the course of the next
three Five-Year Plans, including:
• Performing detailed surveys of soil
pollution
• Building a soil environment
monitoring network
• Building a soil environment
information management platform
• Establishing records of polluted tracts
of land
• Setting up a Beijing key laboratory
for polluted site risk simulation and
restoration
• Remediation and restoration of major
project site pollution
Continued on page 4
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• Research and development and
demonstrations of prevention
measures and supervision
mechanisms for soil pollution at
facilities currently in production
As it currently stands under the
Thirteenth Five-Year Plan (2016–
2020), detailed soil surveys and the
establishment of monitoring systems
are to be used to ascertain the status
of soil pollution. Overall assessment
of environmental risk of soil pollution
on farmland, and the planning and
implementation of protection, safe
use and management categories is
suggested. At the same time, the plan
focuses on remediation and restoration
of plots of land left behind from closed
industries and business and starting
pollution prevention work at enterprises
that are operating.
It is proposed that during the
Fourteenth Five-Year Plan, remediation
and restoration of land after industrial
relocation will still be a major focus
of soil environment management.
There will also be a comprehensive
deepening of pollution prevention
work at industrial facilities that are in
production. The plan for the Fifteenth
Five-Year Plan period foresees that,
through remediation and restoration
of sites from shutdown industrial
facilities and pollution prevention
targeting facilities in production, there
will be effective guarantees of the
safety of the soil environment, and
comprehensive control of risk to the
soil environment. During the Sixteenth
Five Year Plan, the plan is to have a
comprehensive guarantee of the safety
of the soil environment and to have soil
ecosystems in a benign cycle.

SHANDONG
PROVINCIAL
REGULATIONS FOR
RESPONSIBLE FIRE
SAFETY SYSTEMS
Implemented April 1, 2018
Based on these new regulations, each
company must create evacuation plans
for fires and emergencies, and organize
a minimum of two fire drills per year.
Companies should implement a tiered
firefighting safety responsibility system,
and the system of responsibility for
fire safety by duties must also be
implemented to guarantee the required
funding for fire safety inspection
patrols, firefighting equipment
maintenance, elimination of potential
fire risks, the establishment of a
professional or volunteer fire brigade
and other facets of firefighting work.
Companies must also ensure the
easy passage of vehicles in fire lanes,
escape routes and emergency exit, and
periodically organize fire inspections
and eliminate potential fire risks in a
timely manner.
Regular fire safety education and fire
safety training should be implemented
to ensure that relevant personnel have
the capabilities to eliminate potential
fire risks, rapidly extinguish a fire,
organize an evacuation of personnel
and hold fire safety education and
training. The firefighting control center
must have guards on duty 24 hours a
day, with at least two people per shift,
and operators must hold a professional
fire safety certification.

For key companies requiring a particular
emphasis on fire safety, the province
also stipulates other responsibilities
that must be carried out, including the
implementation of a daily fire safety
patrol and the establishment of a patrol
record, as well as having at least one fire
safety patrol every two hours in public
places during the business hours.

IN TOUCH
For more information, please contact:
Mr. Xiao-Jian Zhou, Managing Director
Tel: +86 21 6473 6885
xjzhou@ramboll.com
We prepare the China Update to apprise
clients of major EHS regulatory
developments in China. It is not intended
to constitute legal advice and should not
be relied upon as such.
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